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MY OF THE POTOMAC

R Holds in Baltimore its 16th Annual

Reunion,
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A GRAND GOOD TIME.

——

YThe City Overflows With Affec-

tion and Hospitality.

-_— e ——

EVERYBODY DELIGHTED.

- - -

’

Ban Francisco _lhe Place for the
Reunion of 18886.

—aif

Bsltimore, the bright-crowned Queen of the
Chesapeake; Baitimore, the historic; Balti-
more, sround whose foet bave dashed the bil-
Jows of three great wars; Baltimore, in which
was shed the first blood of the rebellion ; Balti-

piore, lamed in song and story for beautiful
women and courtly, courageous men, put on
Ber festal robes and brightest smile to welcome
$¢ her hospilality the war-worn veterans of

Nominations, reported the following officers for
the ensning year, who were duly elected:

President—Gen. Jas. B. Coit,

Vice-Presidents—Col. N. Batchelder, Col. E.
M. DuBois, Maj. E. M. Weil.

Vice-President for Socicty of Army of the
Potomac—Gen. Nat P. Lane,

Secrctary and Treasurer—Capt. Jas. Eay.

Executive Committee—H, P. Godderd, Joseph
Burroughs, Wm. DeLacy, Robert W. Scariett,
0. D. Thatcher.

Historian—Gen. Francis A, Walker.

FIFTH CORPS,

The Fifth Corps met in the hall of Dushane
Post, G.A.R. The President—Gen. James Me-
Quade—had died during the year, and the
meeting was presided over by the First Vice-
President, Maj. James Stiner, who, on calling
the meeting to order, reforred appropriately to
Gen. McQuade's death. Gen. J. J. Milhau re-
ported a resolution which was unanimously
asdopted, and which read as follows:

RBesolved, That the Fifth Army Corps Society ear-
ne=t!y and respectfully ask of the Congress of the
United States to take measures to earry into effect
the recommendations of the Advisory Board, so as
to insure at an early date the full vindication of
our first Cormunder, Gen. Fitz-John Porter, which
the army and the country knows he is entitled to.

The Advisory Board further declares it is
not possible that any court-martial could have
condemned Gen. Fitz-John Porter if it had
correctly understood the sitnation, His con-
duct was that of the true soldier, obedient, sub-
ordinate, faithful, judicious, and saved the
Union army from disaster on the 290th of Au-
gust, 1862,

The question of a monument to Gen. Warren
at West Point came up for discussion, and Gen,
Locke made a defense and eulogy of that gal-
lant General. Gen. John €. Robinson, who
lost aleg in the Wilderness, was cailed upon,

the Army of the Potamae for their 16th annual | and said, among other things:

Reunion. For mouths she had been preparing
for the grand event. The public-spirited and
active Mayor of the city—Hon. F. C. Latrebe—
tock a very deep interest inm the matter and

a

ga!hiered around him an energetic corps of the |

Jewding citizens, who were as much in earnest
as le. Very many of these—now mannfaciur-
ers, merchanis, bankers and professional men—
bhad served iu the ranks of the Army of the
Potomae, and very many, embracing all classes,
had made a record while wearing the gray.
The press of the city gave the work warm en-
couragement from first to last, and all this bore
the happiest fruit. The Army of the Potomace
pever received a more flattering welcome or
euloyed more sincere and luvish bospitality
anywhere that it bas met. It was met and
entertained with a cordiality and heartiness
that had all the warm impulsiveness of the
Bouth, commingled with the North's methodi-
eal provision of every detail that could complete
the comfort and enjoyment of the occasion,

Therefore the Beunion was a grand success,
It was a success in every way. The attendance
was large, and embraced all classes of soldiers
and an usoal pumwber of men whose names are
historical.
that hedid so—delighted with those whom he
met, and delighted with the magnificent enter-
tainment by the Baltimoreans. The exercises,
the speeches and the parade were unusnally
fine, and the visit of the Confederate veterans
was a happy incident, which must bring a
rich harvest of peace and sectional good
feeling.

To the Citizens' Committee, the Finance Com-
mittee, and the Subordinate Committee, the
bhighest praise is dae for the flawless success of
every feature and provision of the Reunion.
Our readers will be interested in knowing that
the Military Executive Committee, which did
a large portion of the work so eflectively, con-
sisted of thefollowing old soidiers:

MILITARY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Maj. Frederick W. Simor, 8th Md., Chairman;
Capt. Charles H. Waltemyer, 1st Md. ; Capt. B,
—. Matthews, 2d Md.; Capt. Joseph Sndsberg
84 Md.; Gen. Rieh’d N. Bowmun, 4th Md.; R
H. Cumecron, 5th Md.; Col. Jos. C. Hill, 6th
Md.; tapt. Noble H. Creager, 7th Md.; Lieut,
W. I Cook, 5th Md.; Serg't W. R. Watts, 9th
Md.; Gen. W, E. W, Ress, 10th Md. ; Col. J. G,
Juhaunes, 11th Md.; Capt. Geo. H. Wann, 1st
Md. P. H. B.: Lient. W. H. Foreman, 3d Md.
P. H. B.: Licot. S. Jaker, 24 (C, 8.) Md.;
Cel, Robt, G. Kivg, 'arnell Legion ; Gen. Jus.
M. Decwos, 1st Md, Cav.; G, W. F, Vernon, 1st
P. H. B. Cav. ; Lient, Thomas Buryon, Battery
A, Md L. A.; Lient. Charles Gratlin, Battery
B, Md. L. A.; F. W. Wild, Alexander’s Battery ;
Berg't Johun C. Fortie, 30th U, 8. (Col'd); SBerg't
J. H. Foreman, 39th U. 8. (Cel'd); Col. T. F.
Lang, 5ith W. Va. Cav. ; Col. 8. E. Chamberlain,
25th N. Y. Cav.; Capt. N. M. Rittenbouse, 2d.
Pa. Cav.; Capt. H. P. Goddard, 14th Conun.;
Capt. R. W, Scarlett, 116Gth Pa.; Col. John A.
Towpkius, 1st E. L. L. A.; Maj. F. W. Cole-
man, 151st N. Y.; Capt. Thomas Daly, jr., 132d
N.Y.; Licut. James Swmith, Michael Holden,
Lieut. W. H. Ferris, Lient. Frauk Nolan, 24
Del.; Col. I1. P. Underhill, 160th N. Y,

CORPS MEETINGS.

Business Mectings of the Soclefies of the Differcnt
Corps—Election of Ufleers for the Ensuing Year.,
The Reunion opened in the forenoon with

the business mectings of various corps societics

in the roows ussigned thew for beadquarters,
FI1EST COEPH,

About 50 wembers of Fighting Joe Hooker's
old commaund gathered themseives together in
response W the call. Gen. Doubleday called
the wecting o order and made a bright hittle
specch, in which he expressed his gratification
st vnce more meeting bis old comrades, aoud
urged that every mensber write out s malitary
history for the benefit of his children and for
the use of the historian of the futare. A letter

ot

was rewd from Gen, G K Paul, who was shot |
{ bas all passed, and we ean meet our comrades

through Loth eyes at Geitysburg, regrettiug
that i-health would prevent his being preseut.
The followiug vilicers were elected for the en-
SUing year:

President—Gen. Abner Doubleday.

Vice-President for Socicty of Army of the
Potomac—Gen. E. B, Fowler.

Vice-Presidents—Chas Coon, Gen. Chas.
E. Phelps, Gen. Joha W, Keynolds and Capt. P.
mi‘-‘i"_b'.

Corrceponding Sceretary—Jos, W. Kirkley.

Bevos nng becretary -W. H. if.:l(:j'.

Treasurer—Thoz M. Exley.

Historian—Jas. . dtine.

The President and Vice-I'residents were con-
stituted & connuittce to aid the Historian.

Resolutions of condolence und sympathy for
the death of Col. John G. Stevensou were
passed, und Gens, Pragg, Fowler and Stannard
were approinted a committee to prepare similar
resolutions on the deuth of Gen. Mcbowell,

EECOND AND THIED CORPS.

The Second and Third Corps were consoli-
dated in the Spring of 1064, and the members
of the two wiganizations beid their mecting
gogether in the City Hall, Gen, Haveock could
not be present. Gen, Jas. B. Coit was eleciod
President pro tem., and Capt. Chas. E. Trout-
mwau Secretary, in the place of Capt. John D.
Billings, who was abscut. Appropriate resolu-
tions were gdopted on the death of Geu. Ger-
shom B. Mott. Resolutions of thanks to Capt,
Biilings for his eflicient perforwance of the
@uties of Secrctary, and expressions of a hope
of his carly restoration to health were adopted,

The death of Col. Chus. A, Juyee was an-
nonuced, and the wsual committee appointed,
A debste eusued upon the motion to present
Gen. Grant's e 1o the meeting for ro-vlee.
tlun as President. The resolution was Bually
adopted with Lot two disseuting voiss

1
L

Every ono wlo came was delighted J

|

There is no doubt that Gen. Warren died of a
broken heart, afier having in vain songit repara-
tion. There was no man [ had greater respect for
than Gen. Sheridan, but, in the language of the
army, he went oft’ half-cocked. If he had reflect-
ed e would never have done the injustice he did
to Warren,

Private McKinney spoke strongly on the in-
justice done Gen. Warren, aud said that the
entire army had shown that it vindicated him.
On motion of Col. Allabach, & committee of
three, of which Gen. Locke should be chair-
man, was appointed to take whatever fiction
might be necessary in the matter of the monu-
ment. The fvllowing officers were elected:

President—=Gen. J, J. Milhau.

First Vice-President—Maj. F. W. Simon.

Second Vice-President—Maj. W. J. Moore-
head.

Secretary and Treasurer — Gen. Fred. T.
Locke.

Executive Committee—Gen, H. A. Barnum,
Col. Lewis Clark, and Lieut.-Col, Lewis Carl.

Vice-President for Society of Army of the
Potomac—Gen. James B, Sweitzer.

BIXTH CORPS.

Thie Sixth Corps met in Wilson Post Hall,
with Gen. Adam E. King in the chair, who
spoke feelingly of Gens. Grant and Sedgwick.
The Committee on Nominations consisted of
Cols. D. 8. Hassenger, Geo. A. Bernard and
Serg't. 1. C. Larowe, und reported the following
officers for the ensuing year, who were unani-
mously elected:

President—Gen. N, M. Curtis.

Vice-Presidents—Gen. W, H. Penrose, U.S.A,,
Corp. J. A. Wittersheim and Maj. H. G. Gilmor,

Recording Secretary—Capt. Geo. B. Fielder.

Correspouding Secretary—Chas. H. Pine,

Treasurer—Col, Samuel Treusdule.

Vice-President for Soviety of the Army of the
Potomac—Gen., John W, Latta.

NINTH CORPS. . =0

The Ninth Corps met in the City Court room,
with ex-Gov. Hurtranft, of Pennsylvania, in
the chair, aud Gen. H. C. Barney as Secretary.
After reading obitnary notices of members who
had died during the year and the trausaction
of routine business, the following oflicers were
elected :

President—Gen. John F. Hartranft,

Vice-President—Gen, 8. G, Griffin,

Vice-President for Society of the Army of the
Potomac —Gen, O. B. Wilcox,

Secretary—Gen. H. C. Barney.

A resolution was unanimously adopted—
despite Gen, Wilcox's protest—urging that gen-
tlewan for promotion to the Brigadier-General-
ship made vacaut when Gen. Augnr is retired.

ELEVENTH CORPS.

Gen. T. C. Lee presided over the meeting of
the Eleveuth Corps, aud Gen, James McDride
acted as Secrctary. The following officers were
elected :

President—Gen. James 8, Robinson (now See-
retary of State for Ohio).

Vice-Presidents—Col. T. C. Tomlinson, Col.
Orlando Smith and Capt. H. L. Morey.

Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer—Gen.
Jas. A. Mcliride.

Recording Sceretary—Maj. Arnold Kummer,

Executive Committee—Gens. Robinson, Me-
Bride, Meyer, Milroy and Ames,

TWELFTH CORPS.

In the absence of Col. G. A. Robinson, the
President, Gen. H, W, Slocum, the old com-
mander of the corps, was called to the chair.
Surg. John J. H. Love was muade Becretary.
| The following oftficers were elected :

President—Cupt. A. M. Matthews, 13th N. J.

Vice-President for Society of Army of Poto-
mac—Col. Philo Buckingham,

Secretary and Historian—Surg. John J, H.
Love.

EIGHTEENTH CORPE,

Officers elected:

President—Gen. Ellery C. Ford.

Vice-President—Capt. A. W, Houghton,

Beeretary—<Capt. N. B, Fithian,

NINETEENTH CORPS.

Becretary J. A. Jaynes announced that the
President, Gen., W. H. Emory, was suflering
from a stroke of paralysis, and was consequently
unable to be present. He seut a letter regret-
ting his absence, which he said * to me is very
distressing, because 1 expectod to mect you all
on my native heath. [ wish to give my testi-
mony to the cordial reconciliation between the
two sections of our ouce divided country. It
was in this section of the country that the war
ruged with relentless spirit, sud here we felt
the full evil of civil war, Happily now that
on both sides with coplinl gresting.”

The following vilicers wers olected :

President—Gen. W. H. Emory.

Viee-Precidents—Col, John G. Healy, 9th
Conn.; Col. Nicholas W, Day, 131st N. Y. ; Col.
Thowas R. Scoit, 174th K. Y.

Becretary and Treasurer—Capt.W. D. Jaynes,
76th N. Y.

Historian—Maj. W. P. Huxford, 162d N. Y.

The Historian was al o wade ropresentative
in the Army of the Potomae.

CAVALRY CORPS.

The President, Gen. Mclntosh, was not pres-
ent, and Gen., W, H. Boyd teok the chair,
with Maj. L. M. Buarney as Acting Secretary.
The following oflicers were elected :

President—Gen. John P. Taylor.

Vice-Presidents—Gen. Wm. H. Boyd, Capt.
P. Lacey Goddard, Gen, Jus, M. Decms, Gen.
Win. Wells, Col. Chas. N. Manchester, Capt. E.
M. Neville and Private Henry T. Bartlett,

Viee-President for Army of the Potomac—
Gen. Wm. Wells.

Seeretary—Mnaj. L. M. Barney.

Treasurcr—G. Irvine Whitehead.

A repurt fromn the Tressurer, embodying a
report from a committee appuinted at the last
meeting changing the badyge of the Society, wis
also adopted. The new badge is a pin of two
sabers of gold crossed ou s sunburst of silver,

THE ARTILLERY CORPS
did not Leold a meeting,

All the corps urpged the re-election of Gen.
Grant as President of the Society, and all the
corps adopted the resolutions of the Veteran's
Rights Union,

At the conclusion of the meeting the corps
l societies took up the liue of march to Ford's
| Opera Housoe, where the business meeting of
' the Society of the Army of the Potomac was

.N. M, Brooks, from the Gom:ittee on ' to bo held,

BUSINESS MEETING.

A Full Attendance—Gen. Hunt Presides—Gen, Grant
Re-elected President—Introduction of Lee Camp.
When the members of the society entered

Ford’s Opera House at 2 o'clock it was found to
be brilliantly decorated for the occasion. Gay
bunting floated everywhere, and miniature
flags of all nations were suspended across the
center of the auditorium. On the stige were
stacks of muskets and pitched tents. The stack
on the left was draped in black and supported
the Fifih Corps flag, trimmed with erape.

Upon the stage were seated, among other
prominent gentlemen:

Gens. H. J. Hunt, Abner Donbleday, H. W.
Slocum, John C. Lee, Geo. H. Bharpe, E. Jar-
dine, John W. Reynolds, Jas. D. McBride,
Mart. McMahon, Romeyn B. Ayres, John C.
Robinson, J. ¥. Hartranf{t, E. B. Fowler, W.
H. Browne, Adam E. King, Nat. P. Lee, A. J.
Smith, C. E. Pratt, and Geo, J. Stannard ; Cols,
Horatio King, N. Batchelder, Mike Sheridan,
and D. B. de Clay; Capt. John T. Clemm, and
Past Commander-in-Chief Van Dervoort.

Gen, Horatio C. King, the Recording Secre-

| tary, called the meecting to order at 2:30, and

in a few well-chosen words told of the iliness
of Gen. Grant, the President of the society,
and congratulated his hearers on the prohability
of his recovery, in spite of tho doctors. le
then ealled to preside over the mecting the
society’s oldest Vice-President, Gen. Heury J.
Hunt.

On taking the chair Gen. Hunt aliuded to
the prescuce in the city of representatives of
the Army of the Potomac's old enemy—the
Army of Northern Virginia. He said that
for the first time in the history of the society
some gentlemen from the “other side” would
be present, and he hoped they would be cor-
dially weleomed, * for you know we have good
cause to respeet them,”

The regular business of the society was pro-
cecded with. The Treasurer and Secretary
read their reports, and the clection of otlicers
become next in order. Gen. John C. Robinson
came to the front of the stage on his erutehes,
and said that his name had been presented for
President of the society, and had received
many assurances of support. He thanked the
friends who had been so kind, but he wanted
to gay positively that under no circnmstances
would he consent to be a candidate agaiust
Gen. Ulysses 8. Grant. This announcement
was received with astorm of applause,

Gen, Grant's pame was immediately pat in
nomination in the midst of more applause,
Gentlemen from each of the corps reported that
their society bhad instrocted them to support
the re-election of the iron man who led the
Army of the Potomae to final victory.

Col. Mahan, of the 9th Mass, rose on his
crutehies and moved that the rules be suspended
and the Seeretary be instructed to cast the vote
of the society for U, 8. Grant. This was done
by aeclamation.

Gen. Hunt was instructed to inform Gen.
Grant by telegraph of his re-election,

Gen. Horatio C. King was re-elected Corre-
sponding Secretary; Gen. M. T. McMahon,
Treasurer, and Gen. Geo. H. Sharpe, Record-
ing Secretary, by acclamation, under & sus-
pension of the rules,

RECEPTION OF THE CONFEDERATES,

Gen. W. H. Browne stated to the meeting
that he was informed that R. E. Lee Camp of
Confederate Veterans had come on from Rich-
mond to pay their respects to the sociely, and
he moved that they be invited to places on the
floor. At this a storm burst out. Several mem-
bers indignantly and loudly protested against
their admission,

Maj. Clark exclaimed, ““No matter how re-
pentant rebels may have become, they have no
concern with the exccutive business of this
society, and should not be invited to enter the
building.” * Invite them into the gallery,”
shouted anmother voice. Col. Mahan, of the
9th Mass., cried, “ Let the rebels stay outside;
we dou't want them here.” “Keep quiet,”
entreatcd the men who were around the
speaker, but he wouldn't keep guiet. He stood
up on his one leg and cruteh and began to tell
about the scene in Baltimore on April 19. 1561,
when a Muassachusetts regiment endeavored to
pass through the city, but before he could get
through the rest of the society drowned his
voice with hisses. Then gomebody moved to
adjourn, while somcbody else said that as nuimn-
bers of the gocicty would Jeave the theater as
soon as the rebels came in, the rebels had better
be informed not to come, 80 as to avoid an in-
suit.

The Chairman and Gen. King made every
effort to restore order, and the latter became
engaged in an altercation with some of the pro-
testants, and in the heat of the discussion
things were said which he and Col. M:uhan
ufterward apoligized to the society for. Sufli-
cient order was at last restored to ennble the
meeting to entertain Gen. Browne's motion
that a comnmittee of five be appointed to escort
the Camp into the hall.

Col. Mahanr and a bald-headed man whom no
one kuew, and who refused vo give his namne,
renewed their protests, but they were almost
alone, and the motion was carried overwhelm-
ingly.

NEXT PLACE OF MEETING.

While the committee was out the society
econsidered Lthe next place of meeting. Cleve-
land, Philadelphia, Atlantic City, Cincinnati,
Bufialo, Indianapolis, Saratoga and San Fran-
cisco were suggested.

Past Commander-in-Chie® Van Dervoort
made a ringing speech in favor of San Fran-
cisco. He said that the Legislature of Califor-
pia had appropriated $25,000, and that San
Frauncisco would raise $50,000 more, provided
the Grand Army of the Republic and the So-
ciely of the Army of the Potomae would hold a
Jjoint meeting in San Francisco,

Gen. Jardine opposed San Francisco, because
individual expenses would be greater than
muny of the society could afford. Ex-Gov,
l.ce, of Ohio, said that the society’s idea in al-
ways bholding its meectings near the Atlantic
was provinciul. There would be a larger at-
tendauce in San Francisco than there was in
Baltimore.

San Francisco was finally sclected, receiving
143 out of 230 votes, Butfalo getting 51 and Cin-
cinnati 33,

A resolution was adopted asking Congress to
ercet to Gon. Hooker a statue similar to that
erected to Gens. Thomas and Mel’hierson.

The resolutions of the Veteran’s Rights Union
urging the Government, in filling civil offices,
to preler persons honorably discharged from
the United States military or naval service by
reason of disability resulting from wounds or
sickuess incurred in line of duty, and to show
the same preferment for soldiers and sailors,
and the widows and orphans of deceased sol-
diers and sailors, when discharges are made.

ENTRANCE OF THE CONFEDERATFES.

At this point the committee escorting the
Confederates entered. The latter were attired
in the familiar gray, and their Commander wore
the suggestive three silver stars on his collar.
As they marched down the main aisle the whole
meeting arose and welcomed them with ringing
cheers. The Counfederntes were conducted to
the stage, and as they ficed the audience their
leader commanded, * Now, boys, give them the
old-fushioned rebel yell,” which was done,

When they were seated Muj. Martin Maginnis,
of the 1st Minn,, made a ringing speech of wel-
come. He said that whatever there was in the
rear of the armies, there was always the truest
chivalry at the front, Hard pounding produced
mutual respect. Whatever of malice and mean-
pness there was in the rear, noneofit came to the
frout. There brave men fuced brave men, The
fighting men are to-day the quietest and best
citizens of a reunited country. The fellows
who are at fever heat now are the men who re-
mained st home when the fighting was going
ou,
Gen. Cooke, the Commander of Lee Camp, re-
spouded to the welcome, and said that the blue
and the gray soldicrs should uunite to conquer
peace,

Col. Marshall, who was a member of R. E.
Lee's staff, was called out and suid: ** We sur-
renderad our arms to you at Appomattox; we
now surrender to you our hearts.”

Col. Evaus, of Richmond, said:

Wellow-Soldiers: I shake hands with you, not
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across the bloody chasm, for that is fiiled with poli-
ticians, but acruss the Potomae, which, as you
know, is quite narrow at some points. You talk
about patriotisin, In my epinion a man's patriot-
ism in the late skirmish depended largely npon
where he lived., If you of the blue had lived in
Virginia you would have worn the gray, If I had
been born in Masspchusetts it is probable I would
have joined Ben, Butler's regiment, and if 1 had
lived in Baltimore it is more than probable I would
have hit Ben. with a brick or anythiug else. DBut
ull that i3 passed.  We have now @ common coun-
trv, and patriotism w:mht_ be .-.lm\\'l_1 u,-u_qmukl,v in
the South as in the North if an English lion, a Rus-
sinn bear, or any other animal were to bother us,

The Colonel then got off a pun which made
his hearers roar. He said: * We fought over a
prineiple, but England and Russia would fight
over a He-rat.” He was about to take his scat
after this, but the audicnce eried, * Keep on!
kecpon!” *“It's mighty casy for you to say go
on,” said the Colonel, * but just come up here
and try it.” [Laughter.] The Colonel dwelt
upon the present reign of geod feeling, and
said: “ Bunker Hill is our common property;
Gettysburg belongs to you, but, gentlemen,
Bull Run is ours!” [Laughter and applause. |
As to the men who are s warlike in peace,
Col. Evans said:

In Virginia the men who talked londest be-
fore the fighting began became the sutlers after-
wards, and he supposed that there were men mak-
ing bullons in Conneclivul in the same way.
[Langhter.] He himself had not done much fight-
ing, but he had done whatever he was told to do,
and he would do the same for our reunited coun-
try, to which he pledged his heart und hand. [Ap-
plause. ]

The meeting then adjourned.

—e A et

EVENING RECEPTION.

Address of Weleome—Rexponge—Poem—{ien. Pratt's
Address—Miseellancous Speeches,

When the society resssembled in the Opera
House in the evening, a splendid congregation
of the best citizens of Baltimore gathered with
it. The theater was superbly illaminated by
eleetricity, and the decorations shone brilliantly
in the strong clear light.

The excellent band of Wilson Post, G.A.R,,
opened the exercises with a stirring march.

Gen. Hunt ealled the meeting to order, and
Gen. King read the following telegram from
Gen. Grant:

NeEw Yonk, May 6, 1885,
Gen. Honatio ©. Kixa.

Please thank the mmembers of the Society of the
Army of the Potomae for their partiality in electing
me asecond time their President, Iwish my health
promised the probability of my being at the next
mecting. I would regard it as providential should
1 be able to attend, but I accept the honor, though
without the hope of performing the duties of the
oflice, Wishing all the members many happy Re-
unions, I remnin, U. 8. GRANT.

The band then introduced a strikingly novel
and pleasing feature by the performances of &
composition ealled “A Day in Camp.” This in-
troduced all the leading bugle ealls and signals,
guch as “ Drummer's Call,” * Reveille,” “As-
sembly,” *“ Glory Hallelujah,"” “Surgeou's Call,”
“Stable Call,” * Pess on a Trencher,” * Break-
fast Call,” “ First Call for Guard ;”’ Drum Corps,
“To the Color,” * Boots amd Saddle,” *To
Horse,” *“ The White Coclkade ;" Recall, * Roast
Beef,” “ Dinner Call,” * Mazching Through
Georgia;” Dram Roll, * Retreat; Sunsot Gun,
“Mocking Bird,” * Tattoe;” Extinguish Lights,
(1] 'l’aw"?l

The effect was greatly hightened by the dis-
tribution of buglers through the remoter parts
of the auditorium, who repeated and answered
the ¢alls, When **Glory Hallelujah” and
“ Marching Through Geergia ™ were played the
whole audience rose and joined in singing the
words, .

WELCOMB,

Hon. F. C. Latrobe, Mayor of Baltimore, ad-
vanced to the front of tha stage and said:

In behulfl of the citizens any in the pame of the
oity, I bid you welcome 1o Baltimore. Thereis but
one regret in connection with your visit—the ab-
sence of your old commander, whose presence
would have added ro much to the interest and
plensure of this Reunion. Let us all earnestly hope
that he may win his batlle with disease, and be
aguin restored to health. Iam informed {hat this
is the flrst time you have assembled in a Southern
city. A hospitable and cordial greeting has
pwaited won, It is true that in the war which
crested vour organization publie feeling and opin-
fon in Baltimore were divided, Many of her sons
knew us comrades the soldiers of the Army of the
Potomae, but a great many, as wenrers of the
gray, lenrned on the ficld of battle to respect your
prowess as *foemen worthy of their steel.” Since
then the snows of Winter and flowers of Spring
have come nud gone for 20 years; numbers of your
comriades who then survived amid shot and shell
have since fallen before the sickle of the reaper,
Desth; o generation has been born and grown to
munbiond ; the great soldiers who led the contending
hosts at Getlysbirg have crossed over the river,
and with Sedgwick and Jackson, Stuart and Cus-
ter, Farrngat and Buchauan, sre now in the ranks
of the shwdowy army; the angry blare of your
trumpet and boarie roll of vour trrums have lon
heon stitled; the blessings of pence, good will u315
loyuity everywhere prevail, and the flag of the
Uniou waves in undisputed majority sboven happy,
prosperons und united people.  Under such eirenms-
stunces, and with such surroundings, you, the vet-
eran survivors of a grund srmy, have come to hold
your eunual Reanion in Baltimore, togatheraround
the festive board, und beside peaceful camp-lires to
tell over agun ' the battles, sieges, forlunes you
have passed 7 in those four yeurs of strife; to take
in friendly grasp the hands of those once your foes,
now your leilow-countrymen, and join with them
and all others in pledging loyalty and allegiance to
the great Republie, Your sawords are sheathed, your
battle eries hushed; but the recollection of your
valorous deeds and the menory of the dead heroes
who were once your comrades or your foemen, is
the common heritage of a country which will never
cease Lo be proud of the bravery of hersoldiers who
fought in the great civil war, which decided that
the Union of lﬁe»c States should Iast forever. We
bid you weleome, thrice welecome, to Baltimore,
Our lateh-strings are out, the hearts and homes of
our people will be found open, to the veterans of
the Army of the Potumac,

At the conclusion of his address, the Mayor
was greeted with loud applaunse.
Gen. Hunt responded as follows:

Ir the name of the members of the Army of the
Potomac [ thank you for your hearty and generous
welcome, It is just whut we might have expected,
judging framn the reputation of your State and
town—a town of beautiful women and brave men,
We appreciate every word spoken; not oniy the
words of welcome to us, but also in regard to the
fecling that now exisis between those who were
separated on the field of battle. Gentlemen of Lee
Camp, soldiers in gray, yon who have given us so
many meetings before now—meetings in which we
wish to be sepurated in the future formutual bene-
fit=[Applanse and laughter}—we have had a fair
squure, honest war, in which we did our best, an
now we can thank God for o fair, square, honest
priace. Many of the memories of war we wonld
like to be obliterated in the past, but there are
others which we wish to cherish and keep fresh.
Mr: Mayor, 1 here represent Gen, Grant, and I will
try to represent him in one sespect—and that by
being silent.

THE FOEM.

Maj. DeWitt C. Spragne, of Washington, the
poet of the evening, was then introduced, and
read the following verses:

L

Another soft May morning, ealmn and falr,
Duwrnied smiling on the verdant earth serene,
Although an awful, awe-inspiring scene

Was soon sguin W be enacted there,

Then. one and twently years ago this day,
“'hﬂfd Spring bad clothed the earth in fairest
ress,
Into the bosom of the Wilderness,
Potomae's Ariny hewed a bloody way.

At early dawvn the drensdful strife began,
And hand-to-hand with a determined foe,
Thousunds at eve in death were lying low ;
With blood the forest strewmnlets deeply ran,

There, friend and foe, the dead and wounded lay,
Blended in bloo | on the econtested tield,
Whemillln;.y had fiercely fought would neither

Yield,
Till death or darkness ciosed the deadly fray,

And then, #w if to hide fromn mor'”" #ight
That scene of desomtion and distress,
Around was drawn with pitying tenderneas

And tears of dew the sombey screen of night,

1.

But many valorous chiefluins of renown,
Bought [reshor laurels st the Wilderness
And piany s nsme our ;;ra.i.\-ful mplu bien.

That here seeured the patriot’s fn.ticlcn CTOWNR.

Haneock, another Henry of Navarre,
Lad o the gudlnnt s cond® Lo the f'ront.
And of the tHery trial bore the brunt,
And added to Lis fame aputher star,

The lion-hearted Sedgwick, oo, was here,
Beloved and honored, bravest of the brave;
Fou souin, Lo suais, hie found & paisiot’'s grave,

And closed u fuilhiful, giorious enreer,

.

Even his patience—how sublime '—revealed

The splendid Sixth, his favorite and pride,
Stood firmly formed, and like n massive rock
Hurled back the suiging battle’s furions shoclk,
Aud with their gallapt comrades nobly vied,

Brave Warren led the valiant Fifth, this day,
That won st Geltysburg enduring fime;
On Little Round Top, wrapped in batile flame,
With sturdy Sykes it held the foe at bay.

And * Little Phil” was there, the brilliant, dashing
Phil Sheridan, who hiter on, they say,
Rode down from Winchester one Autuma day,
And gave Jube Early aterribie thrushing,

The victor ehief of Gettysburg was here,
Loved by the Armiv, by the Nution praised,
His star of glory still resplendent biazed,

Albeit a mighticr orb had risen near.

Yes, he was there who never said * I can't."
* Advauce nlong the line,” at dawn of day,
Wias his command ; "twas the poculiar way
Of UNCORDITIONAL-SURREXNDER GRANT.

1ir,

O, laureled Grant! The Nation's chosen one
To lead to victory her loyal hiost !
In all her proud array she cannot boast

A prouder nune than thine, thoeu favorite son!

Ah, how the Nation stood with bated breath,
When but a few brief weeks agone the wail
Was throwgh it burne s on an ey gale:

Grant's dyiong ! nearing fast the reaim of death!

All eyes were turned toward his suflering bed,
All hearts beat wildly between hope and fears,
And many a eheek aceustomed nol Lo tears

Was wet and pale, and stroizg moen bowed the head,

And many nnxions days and nights then sped,
Fraught with a s, impenetrable gloom,
Till the dread Angel wiith the sable plume
Spread his binck wing aud, for the present, fled.

That he return not soon, 0, let us pray!
And hope that our beloved and honored ehief
May soon from ail atiliction find reiief,

And long in heslth among his people stay,

LV.

But we remember now that gloomy past,
ThHat ern pregnant with the Natiow's (ate,
Wihen the distracted and imperiled State

On him ber rembling hope confiding cast,

How nobly he the mighty burden bore,
Unmoved by wrong or clumorovus discontent,
Intiexible in his great purpose on he went,

To win a malehless fume for evermore,

His greatness,  Silent sud sure, on and on
_Hc went, from the stormed waills of Donelson,
Till Appomattox ull his glory sealed,

How modestly he heard the world’s applause,
The pluudits of his Nation, saved and free
{I'hat bears the hope of ail hmnanity ),

For this he fought, "twas freedom’s sacred cause,

Iiis sword was drawn by duty’s stern eommand,
Not for unholy conquest, =elf-renown,
Not for a conqueror’s stuined inglorions crown,
Iut for the weal and glory ol his land 1

Thy place was justly won the great among,
IHustrious Grant! We this offvring
A tribute to our greatest comrade bring,
Albeit his praise by all the world i3 sung.

Thy course was glorions, and thy honored name
Will Yive in all the world throughout all thioe,
Preserved among the great and good and deeds |

sublime,

In Freedow's storied temple, there by Fame,

V.

Fain would I mention other names to-day,
A meed of praise deserved on all bestow,
But I the loving task min-t here forego,

That I may not too much prolong this iay.

And yet, there is another name enshrined,
Lasting and deep in many a comrade’s beart;
A name that of our history is a part,

And with our proud achievements is entwined,

MecClellan ! our first and only living head !
How grandly he Potomac’s Army wroughs,
And out of chaos into order brought,

And itlo victory at Antietan led;

And as to-day, we, comrades, looking back,
Behold its course to final victory,
And honor many a noble chieftain, we
All love and houor, too, our ** LirrLe Mao,”

VI

But wa should not forget our fallen brave.
Noj; their dear memory should ne'er decay,
For their beloved, imperiied country they

“The lust full measure of devotion ™' gave,

Bedeck their lowly bed, O gentle Spring!
Bedeck with mantle green their honored bed,
And immortelles with dewy tingers spread,

And let thy feathered choir their requiem sing |

Who love their conatry fight and die for her,
Rear to themselves o lustingg monument,
Not with unhonored cluy their dust is vlent;

The whole ecarth is their huliowed sepuicher,

VIL

Ah, well, we know our brother foe was brave—
“'c are not here vain-glonous boust to minke);
s.\'c fought him only for his country’s sake.
We conquered, but we eonquered all o save!

Ye gallant men who wore the Southern gray 1
Ye valient men who wore the loyal biue!
Y e nll were to the cause ye fouglit for true,
But ye are il Americans to-day,

O Sun of peace, shine ever on this land!
O Freedom, with thy sacred Algis gouard!
O Light of Progress, fead us still onward!
0 Right of Justice, rule from strund to strund |

[* It will be remembered that in March, 1464, the
five corps constituting the Army of (he Potomue
were consolidated into three corps, ns follows: The
old Second and old Third formed the new Second,
the old Fifth and old First formed the new Fifth,
while a division that had forinerly been with the
Third Corps was transferred to the sixth ; therefore
no distinetive reference is here made to the First
and Third Corps, which, as divisions of the others,
participated in the battle of the Wilderness, They
retained, however, their distinctive corps and di-
vision badges. }

THE ORATION.

Gen, C. E. Pratt, the orator of the evening,
was then introduced, and spoko as follows:

Comrades: We meet to-day, surrounded by all
that makes life attractive, The patriotie State of
Mauryland, through its Governor bids us welcome,
The ** beauty and chivalry” of this Monumental
City have greeted us with a good cheer worthy of
ity illustrions founders. Coming unarmed, we have
been made prisoners by the arms of aflection and
hospitality.

it is many yeara since you Isid aside the habits
and lnbors of the soldier; bul to-day you have the
snine voternn swing in your footsteps that followed
MeClellan at Antietam, Meade at Gettysburg, and
Grant and Sheridun at Appomnttox. To the casunl
spectator you are clothed in the nnassuming garb
of the peaceful eitizen, but to one who shared some-
what in your hardships and glories upon the dusty
march, on the lonely picket-line, nt the enlivened
eamp-lire, and upon the battlelield, you sull show
in your undimmed eyes and soldierly bearing the
strict discipline, stern endeavor, putient endurance,
heroie conrage and patriotie devotion which dur-
ing four years met with every emergency, over-
came all obstacles, and at last sealed the tate of re-
bellion. As vou "touch elbows to the right™ the
electrie current of patriotism again goes down the
lineg, thrilling every nerve and awakening in the
memory the chierished associations of that eventful

spioed,

At the outset of our Reunfon let us first manifest
rur juy mud gratitude that we have a restored
Union, composed of suvereign States inhabited by
freemen; that we have o Constitution adeguute o
the emergencics of civil war on the broadest scale
and sulllciently expansive to proteet the freedom
of all who come under the flag; and that, in de-
feating the armies of our opponents, we extin-
guished sectional prejudice and animosity. and
touk only as spoils the respect and esteem of cur
fellow-countrymen, leaving between the sections
only & rivalry to be foremost in promoting the hap-
piness and the prosperity of the people of the whole
country,

Let us rejoice that it was committed to us and to
our gencration to determine whether the Union
should be rendered indestvuctible by war, and that
to our fidelity was confided all that the sacrifices of
the past generations had acquired,

In discharging the task you bave assigned me on
this occusion, 1 must ask your indulgence for the
consideration of certain subtle and far-reaching
forces which, existing in all wars, were present
throughout the whoie of vur four yeurs of conflict,
These, in bearing and effect, are of the utmost im-
portance to & correct appreciation of the fortunes
of the Army of the Potomne.

Other « peakers upon many ocersions have amply
gutislied the requircments of your constiiution re-
specting the ** Nnme and fame of thoze who have
lullen.(-ilher upon the battiefield or in the line of
duty.”

Orators, Journalists and histerlens have recor~d
your ** nuuierous well-contested battles, ecampaigns
and marches,” and your ** great achievements' are
enshirined upon the choivest pages of Ameriean
poetry and eloquence.

Instead of attempting a rivelry with these enlo-
gists, 1 propose for the sake of novelty and interest,
and out of devotion to the cause of truth and justice,
to examine in a phiiosophie slairlt, not at all parti-
san, the course of poiltica in the eonduct of the war
and the effect it had upon the army,

My purpose ia, 120t to take sides on any of the

! giderwith eare and atlention t

matters or issues which were thus affected by poli-
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ties, but merely to point out some of the very Im-
portant circamstances and eveuis of a military
churacter which turned upon this potent influ-
enee, 50 as to clear up much of criticism and difli-
culty and to place the trials, devolion and uncom-
plaining patrictism of the Army of the Potomae in
a ¢learcr and higher light,

1 need not say that no consideration would tempt
me to intrade upon this occasion thoughts distaste-
ful to any soldier of whatever political persuasion,
but it must be of interest and Yroﬁt to us ail to eon-

1¢ politieal influences
and forees as they appeared in eonnection with our
experience as soldiers, and either changed or di-
rected the progress of our campaigns,

It was both the misfortune and glory of the Army
of the Potomae to be entrusted with the defense of
Washington, as well as the defeat of the ** pick and
flower" ol the Confederute forcea, The disaster at
Eu!l Run, which had been precipitated cpon the
country by the clumor of an unreasonuble public
and the agitution of a few editors, justly excited the
fenrs, wounded the pride and roused the indigna-
tion of the whole country; but as scon as the Capi-
tal was safe, by reason of the presence of the organ-
ized Aoy of the Potomae, a subtile and concealed
ihiluence commenced ita work of turning the war
to the accompiistiment of sinister ends, There is a
political side to every war, especial'y under a rep-
resentulive government, It was polities thut kept
Ce=ar in Gaal for 10 years prior to his erossing the
Rubicon to overibrow the Homan Senate, It was
oulities that erippled Wellington on the Peninsula,

t was politics aud civil interference that lost to the
Engli=h army in Exypt, Gordon, of whom in point
of abhillty as n soldior and in iinplieit faith in ivioe
Providence, * Stonewall " Juckson was Lhe proto-
type. VWar is a game of poiitics, It was necessary
in onr war, not only to keep up military enthnosi-
asm in the army, but to maintain a patriotic spirit
in the peopie and good Enancial eredit at home and
abrond,

Politics to these ends were justifiable, nay more,
legitunate and indispensabie

CLASEES IN THE ARMY,

Looking at the situation calmly, 20 vears after
the event, it may be asserted that the opinion thuat
secession was rebellion, and that it must be sup-

ressedd st all hazard, was almost unwnimous.
Gvery discordant element becume merged in the
universul determination to wipe out the disgrace at
Bull Run aand restore the Union. The people of all
the Northern Stales seemed to vie with euch other
to furnish men and mweans for carrying on the
waur. It was not till long afterwards, winen con-
tract: were to be given oul, offices to be distributed
and personal arrests to be justifled, thut we ever
heard of the term ** disloyalty ™ in the North.

In the army there was but one sentiment upon
this subiject; there, all party lines were obliterated,
all party spirit forgotlen.
to place o eap over Lhe pallid check and glazed cyes
of & loved comrade, or borehim bleeding from the
fieid of battle, he did not stop to think of party
politics,

Iiut while the honest sentiment of the people was
8% | have stuted, there were individuals who were
seeliings to take advantage of the disturbed condi-
tion of the country for their own seifish ends, All
history shows that there has been no eause so just
and noble as not to encouetler two cinsses of traig-
ors; one, open and avowed, like the Tories in the
Revolution ; the other, professional hy pocerites, who,
while clamorous for ** the cause,” seek only to se-
cure per=sonal profit from the misfortunes of their
country,

No party was responsible for the conduct of
either of ihese elnsses; but the country was embuar-
r=ed by the acts of individual men belunging to
each, The Army of the Potomae was regurded as
the natural enemy of both,

Justice to the great services of that army eannot
be done without eonsidering the difficulties it en-
countered from the unjust eriticism of one and the
unwise mterferences of the other of these two
clitsses,

The army was composed not of hireling soldiers,
but inteiligent men fresh from the people, who un-
derstood ciearly the true pnrposes of the war and
the sentiment of the pecople of the Northern States,

They knew that the honor of the North and the
existenee of the Government were confided to their
keeping. They were intent upon this business and
desired to have the war bonestly and vigorously
prosecuted in order to return to their homes. They
recognized cournge and capacity in their offivers
and hated fraud and humbug, whcther it bore the
stamp of autherity from Washington or the ap-
pruval of ** our own correspondent.”™

Fhey might sometimes differ in opinion as to
politicial interference, but they were always a unit
on the great issue of The war, 1t was natural that
opinions am those distant from the seat of war
should be confhicting, No doubt Congress thought
it was carryiog on the war., Statesmen always re-
gurd their work as all-important, and look upon
armies as mechanieal instruments of nedessity and
the men of whom they are composed as parts
of the machine; while soldiers look upon politicians
as mere impediments to their mareh to vicetory, and
believe thit the highest duty of the statesman is
performed when he votes them their supplies,

The camps were overrun with reporters and
flooded with newspapers, and the army was at all
times informed of passing events,

If the soldiers were told or had reason to believe
the war was delayed from sinister motives ; that the
people were intentionally deceived ; that hlood and
treasure were wantonly squandered ; that meritori-
ous oiticers were removed and incompetent political
tools put in their places, and that wise plans were
puilitied or exposed and unwise interference bhad
with the organization and movement of the army,
bow much more of wisdom and patriotism did it
require on the part of that army cheerfully and
stewdfinstly ut ull times under such circumstances
to serve the cause they had espoused,

If the future historians shall be able to show that
the advice of the army of shoddy contractors and
the complaints of the self-styled “truly loyal"
place-seckers was more potent in eouncil than the
vuices of all the Generals; that the supreme law of
the land was ruthlessly violated ; that the sacred
writ of habeas corpus was illegally suspended and
arbitrary arrests made of persons against whom no
churge was ever framed, and that men were con-
victed, imprisoned and punished without proper

rool’; Lhal spies and informers were kept constautly
n canp, then he would thereby add to the events
of the war only lessens of incalculable value to
mankind.

Such fiets will serve as a warning to futnre gen-
erutions to be eareful to whom they contide impor-
tant tru=ts in periods of peril, and commemorate in
all coming time the loyalty and forbearnnee of the
Army of the Potomae. If indeed, it must be that
the story of despernte deeds and pernicious princi-
ples shall be inscribed on our histery; if there are
stains which ages will not efface, blots that time
will not obliterate, let them remain as solemn
admonitions to posterity,

It must be mlqrto the children of coming genera-
tions that even in astruggle for the life of a gov-
ernment whose first object and highest aim waas
the liberty and happiness of the people, there were
men influenced by unhallowed lust for power and
sordid motives for gunin who prostituted their posi-
tions and wasted the biood and treasure of a contid-
ing and patriotie people.

It is not a pleasant theme to discuss, but the
destiny of the country is above all parties, truth is
above all men, and, so far as the survivors of the
Army of the Potomac are interested, it is time the
facts were divulged and understood,

FAVORITISM IN APPOINTMENTS,

In speaking of the difliculties encountered by
the army resulting from its loeation and surround-
ings, civil interference with its orgunization and
plans may pru'l_u.-rly be estimated as an obstacle of
the most signiticant and formidable ehuracter. The
desire and strenuous efforts of puoliticiuns for the
appointment of their friends to posts of commaund
irrespective of their competency, and the envy and
jenlousy axeited among the officers in carrying ont
their designs; the system of espionage earricd on
in the camps, and encoursgement of repurts by
privite soidiers against their officers, all had a
direct tendency to destroy the discipline and <ili-
giency of that army.

It was understood by the army that promotion
should be the reward of merit, and that vacancies
us they oceurred from the easualties of war should
be filled by the selection of the most worthy of
inferior rank. Instead of adhering to this rule,
ofticers who had never seen a battle were fre-
quently sent for assignment to commands whose
officers had been killed in the line of duty, thus
destroying the great ambition of soldiers. [t waas
not unconimon for a Colonel to hold command of a
brigade through several battles, and to win the
approval and praise of his superiors and the love
and confidence of his men, and then be sent back
to his regiment in order to make a place for some
recently-appointed General from civil or political
life. If became almost & by-word that the more
an officer won the love and confidence of his com-
mand the more he incrensed the chances of hLis
removal or supersedure. Thus commissions be-
camie politicai patronages and promotion the re-
wurd of partisan zeal. _

Again, favoritism and nepotism were exhibited
in many of the staff appsintments, and in dischinrg-
ing from the service many to whom the soldier’s
life had become irksome, while an unjust discrimi-
nation was exercised towards many officers who
had no political inffuence of the kind in favor at
Washington, _

The greatest misiake, however, was the failure
to eu:mi. recruits to the old regiments when they
became weakened and depleted in the serviee.
The old regiments were commanded by bruve sl
experienced officers, in whom the men had conli-
dence. The men were hardened and inured to
duty, and knew how to tuke care of themselves
eithier in the camp or on the batuletield. Instead of
filling up these old orgunizations, new rct;mu-um
were formed, of little scervice until they hud ne-
quired the habits and experience of saldiers, and
brave and meritorious ofticers were mustered vut
of the service.

Such a course involved not only a waste of money
for officers’ salaries, but gave politicisns un oppor-
tunity to make 40 appointmients of their fricuds to
eacl regiment. The baleful influence upon the
service and the wanton injustice to meriturious
officers would be deemied sufficient to dishearten
any army. There was something remarkably sig-
nificant aud Ipstructive in the fact that the pobicy
of neglecting to recrult the old regiments and of
forming entirely new regimenis had its origin st

As the seldier stooped |
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thesame date as the meeting of the loyal Gov
at Altoona, " mob ——

We will not pause to consider the abuse heaped
upon the aruy becunse it did not throw itself une
orgnnized and unequipped upon theenemy stronge
Iy intrenched at Ceuntervilie in the Winter of 1561
and 1862. I will not allude to the appointment of
corps commanders without the recommendation,
or knowledge even, of the commander of thas
arny; nor the ussignment of a civilian to thaf
most tmportant comioand, the Department aud the
defenses of Washiugton; or the detachment of Moe
Duwell, which was fatzl to the sucecess of the Pee
ninsular cunpaign, ner the refusal to properly ree
enforee the anuy at Harrison's Landing, or the
trunsfer of the army eotirely to another com=
mander. These last named matters were ull within
the discretion of the Commander-in-Chief, and
without holding them up to criticism, these events
suguest to the thoughtful mind the discouraging
53 prerience which the srny was called upon to ene

ure.

But as this army has been severely criticized fop
fts failure upon the Peninsula, it is proper to state
afew facts that have come to light by perusal of
Confederate oflicvial reports, in order to compare
the reiative strength of the two armics upon thag
unfortunate campaizn, snd to show with w hat skill
the anuy was handled and with what vaior {§
fought under such adverse circumstances,

The record of the two armies in regard to thelp
strength numerically was as follows: The Cone
federate army had 157 regimentsof infintry. againsg
182 in the Union army, or 43 more; they Lad 89
batteries of artillery aguinst 680 Union, or 29 moreg
they hadr 14 reziments of eavalry against 3 in the
Union army. ‘the losses during this period wera
as fuitows: Confederate kiiled and wounded, 16,«
525; Union killed and wounded, 9796 ; tetal Cone
federate ioss, 19,149 ; total Uniun loss, 15519,

‘Thus, with an inferior nomber and under all the
discouragement of failure of the eampaign, it ine
fiicted & loss of 25 per cent, more upon ik enemy
than itself sustained,

SUBJECTED TO UNFAIR CRITICISM.

While these events were oceurring s packed
committee, composcd of civilians, silling cstensis
bly, vr ostestutions v, to inguire into the conduet of
the wer, devoted its envrgies mainly to the exam-
ination of cverybody who was willing te criticiza
the Army ol the Potomae, its comsmander or offi-
cers, or hadd in mind some erronecus conclusions
heipful to the purpose of making untrue history,
There were ul-o Linudes of criticisin in the press,
which seemed to enjoy the approval of Lhe ieading
men to an extent suificient to awaken the suspicion
thut they bad their origin from somebody in aue
thority,

Comer-grocery patriots, mercantile Napaleons
and home-guard veterans, none of whom hid ever
been nearer the seat of war than Washington, wera
set to shouting that the Arwy of the Potomaa
should fill the enewy’'s intrenchments with dead
buxdies, in order to seale their ramparts, while the
“little bells " of the Secretaries of War and State
were tinkling signals for the ipearceration of such
men as Col, North and Gen. Stoue, But what sol-
dier murmured ? I any one, his name was duly
recorded on the black book kept by Baker and hia
spica at Washington, and et an enemy of thisarmy
produce such a name 1if he can.

What was the condition of the Army of the Po=
tomaec on September 2, 18527 | need not describe
it. You sali kunow what it had suffered and suse
tained upon the Peninsula, and its hurried warch
But did an army ever
sturt upon a caupaign with lighter hearts, more
hervie determination, and more zeal in the cause
and confidenve in victory than this armny possessed
when in light marching vrder, siripped fur the fight,
it left Washington for the Marymnd campuign?
Knapsaeks and buguage were left bebind, that the
march might not be cumbered,

Those tried, war-worn, baitle-scarred veterans
went through the streets of Washington just after
dark, and us they puassed the Army Headguarters
near the White House cheer upon cheer expressed
more than the langusge of any tongue can describe
the patient endurance, loyaliy and confidence with
which every heart was filled. At Antietam the
blow was struck, and from it the Confederate army
never fully recuvered. Lee retreated into Virginia,
and the army rested and waited fur =upplies,

What was demanded on the part of those in an-
thority at Washineton towards this army at that
time, and what did it receive? The army had been
recalled when in sight of Riechmond. It had foughs
the great battles of South Mountain and Antietam,
and had defeated the encmy. It was ragged ; shoes
worn out, so that mspy soldiers were burefooted ;
they were without tents, aud sutfering from fatigues
of continued mspehes, What words of praise op
congratulation did it receive from Washingion aftes
Antietam ? On the 20th of September Gen, MeClels
lun, in » dispatch to the General commanding all
the armies, feit impelled tosay : * I regret that you
find it necessary to couch every dispatel 1 have the
houor to receive from you in a spirit of fault-find«
ing, und that you have not lound time to say one
word in compmenduation of the recent schievements
of this army, er even toaliude to them.” Instead
of sympathy for its sutferiugs and pruise for ita
courage, putriotismmn and goud conduct, it was med
with eritivism for #s failare to destroy the rebel
army, and vrdered to make another attack!

The pevple huve never realized the condition of
the army ut this ume, or the stinging and depress-
ing treatment it received froms some quarters,
There were during the war certain ** imbucd " peg=
ple who regarded a soldier as a traveling salesinan,
capuble of traveling all night and fighting all day,
such wiscacres never stupped to think that a sole
dier had to eut and Le elothed ; but the anthoritieg
at Washingtun understvod this matter well,

A VISIT FROM LINCOLN.

President Lincoln visited the Army of the Potos
mac & few duys after the bmitle of Antietam, re=
viewed the army snd saw for himself its condition,
The connuander of the army accompanied bhim on
his way buck to Washington as fir as the mount-
ains near Boonsboro', and a seene occurred whicly
well illustrutes the character of the President.

Seated upon a rock overiouking the battietield of
South Mountain, Mr. Lincoin eaimiy and frankiy
stated to the General that be had thought that Mee
Clellan did not wove fast enough, but that he was
now mitisfied that the General would move when-
ever it was prudent to do so; and he then and there
told him, after discussing the condition of the army,
not o march until he was entirely ready.

Mr. Lincoln then returned to Washington, bud
very quickly it trun=pired that, inasmuch as Lee no
longer threatened the Cupital, another effort was
to be made to supersede the commander of the
Army of the Potomue, and, accordingly, an order
was obtained directing MeClellan to cross into Virs
ginia at once snd attuck Lee.

The press clamored sgain for 8 forwvard moves
ment. The people did not desire the army to move
until it was supplied, and the General-in-Chief weill
koew it was, in fiet, unnble to comply with this
order, the only purpose of which was to atisfy the
public that there wis unreasounable delay on the
part of your commuander, sud thus furnisi an ap-
purently just ground for bis removal,  As a part of
the sume scheme & letter was published from the
Quartermaster's Departwentstating that the neces«
sary supplies had all been sent to Harper's Ferry,
It wus true, they had been shipped, but the goods
had not been received or distnbuted to the army,
The army wus without suflicient clothing, tents,
ete., and had nol the necessury ammunition for &
campuign.* The army, however, never repined or
murmurced. As soon us the supplies and necessary
ammumnition had been distributed, the army made
its wsreh from Hagerstown to Warrenton,

It was made witls great dispatch, and on the 7th
day of November the positivn of affairs was as fol-
lows: The Anny of the Polomac was concentrated,
Lee und Longstreet were in our front on this wide
of thie mountains at Culpeper, with the troops of
Longstreet; while Juckson sud the remainder of
the Confederate forces were scattered on the other
side of the Blue Ridge, extending back towards the
Potomae Eiver sowme 30 miles,

Jackson could not join Longstreet, as the p
over Lhe mountains were held by our army, and
he made Lthe stteinpt, certain defent awaited him,
Longstreet could not return to Jackson without re-
trestingg wsnny miles south and crossing over the
mountsins to the west, which would nncover Richs
moud. Thus the forces of Longstireet would be
crushied, or ubliged to retreat. -

The opportuie time bhad arrived when s decisive
blow couid be delivered to the scattered forces of
Lee, The military stodent can reach vo other cons
clusion from an impartial sucvey of the situation

WHY MCCLELLAN WAS REMOVED,

The question will be asked: Why was McUlellan
removed? )

Wes it beenuse he was dilatory in moving. He
had siready moved with such ecelerity as 1o sure
prise the enemy aud separte his forces,

Was it because be did wot evinee a disposition ta
fight? No: for had notthe plans already been made
and the orders to murch issued which would have
bruughit the united Army of the Potomae within 44
hours in sctust colltsion with Longstreet’s isolated
command, lndeed, the sdvance-guard was in actual
contact with the cnemy’s plekets,

The answer must be that the better judgment and
purer intentions of the Presideut at iast yielded to
s close, powertul, aguressive and persistent influence
that a8t various times had sought to interfere with
the vrganizaiion, discipline and movemen(s of the
Army.

It {wu the intention of MeGlellan to move down
the right bank of the Rappubuannock and seize
Fredericksbury as soon as Longstrect was defeated
or obliged to retrent, und then eapture Richnsond,

These plans were fully known to his successor,
end the question will be pressed why they wera
nub foliowed and the terrible catastrophe of the bat=
tle of Fredericksburg averted. The epemy was
allowed quictly to concentrate at this strong stra=
tegic place, while the Army of the Potomac was
heid in leash to await the determination of the

question whether the General-in-Chief or the come
wander of that army should provide a few pone
toovns,

By this we imply no eriticism on the conduct of
the suceessor of Gen, McClellun, as the same infia-
ence that remwoved him would have prevented s
suceessiul buttle at this time. 1t was not & part
e politicnl phan to end the war at that time.

In the weantime many gallant aud meritorious

e —

« The waszens of my Lrignde had been sent for 10
cutpcvitiive days to Harper’s Ferry for suppliesy
et oniae buck unable o get them,




